RV 5.55
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Analysis of RV 5.55
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prayajyavo maruto bhrajadrstayo brhad vayo dadhire rukmavaksasah
yante asvaih suyamebhir asubhih sibham yatam anu ratha avrtsata 5.055.01

Strong for the sacrifice the Thought-powers with their shining spears and the
golden light of their bosoms hold a vast manifestation of our being; they journey
with swift horses perfectly controlled. One after the other their chariots roll as
they journey to Bliss. (1)

Interpretation:
“Rushing on by pressing forward the Maruts with the flames of shining spears,

golden in their bosoms they uphold the vast expansion of our being!
They move by the swift horses perfectly controlled. Heading towards Bliss, they
rolled their chariots one by one.”

Vocabulary:

prayajyu, mfn. worshipful, adorable RV. (= prakarsena-pujya Say. ; others “pressing
onwards, rushing on’).

bhrajad-rsti, mfn. having bright spears (said of the same) ib.
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svayam dadhidhve tavisim yatha vida brhan mahanta urviyavi rajatha
utantariksam mamire vi 6jasa $ubham yatam anu ratha avrtsata 5.055.02

Of yourselves you hold in thought an energy according to your knowledge; great
are you and widely illumine a vastness; yea and with your force you have
measured out the mid-world. One after the other their chariots roll as they
journey to Bliss. (2)

Interpretation:
“And by themselves they hold the power sustaining the world, svayam dadhidhve

tavisim, as they know it, yatha vida; O Great ones, you illumine widely (or rule
widely) the vast manifestation, brhan mahanta urviyavi rajatha. By their strength
they measure out the space in-between Heaven and Earth. Heading towards
Bliss, they rolled their chariots one by one.”
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sakam jatah subhulvah sakam uksitah sriyé cid apratardam vavrdhur narah
virokinah siiriyasyeva rasmayah Sibham yatam anu ratha avrtsata 5.055.03

Together they were born, perfect in their becoming, together they are diffused
and ever their godheads increase for the glory advancing more and more; wide
are their splendours like the rays of the Sun of Truth. One after the other their
chariots roll as they journey to Bliss. (3)

Interpretation:
“Together they were born, perfect in their becoming, and together they are

sprinkled all over, making the soul powers (godheads) grow stronger and
stronger, increasing their power to move ahead for their felicity; pervading all
they shine like the rays of the Sun of Truth. Heading towards Bliss, they rolled
their chariots one by one.”

Vocabulary:
subhu, mfn. (n. pl. mf. -bhvas) of an excellent nature, good, strong, beautiful &c. RV.
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abhdsényam vo maruto mahitvanam didrksényam siriyasyeva caksanam
utd asmam amrtatvé dadhatana subham yatam anu ratha avrtsata 5.055.04

O ye Thought-powers, your greatness can enter into our being and carries with it
a power of vision like the seeing of the bright Lord of Truth; and ye shall found
us in the Immortality. One after the other their chariots roll as they journey to
Bliss. (4)

Interpretation.
"0 Maruts, you have a great power to enter into our being, and to see clearly

as if by the sight of the Sun of Truth! You should establish (hold) us in the
Immortality. Heading towards Bliss, they rolled their chariots one by one.”

Abhisenya, lit. ‘desiring to become’, or even ‘desiring to approach the becoming’,
it is suggestive of approaching the world of becoming, where things constantly
change. So their greatness, mahitvanam, is ‘oriented towards our becoming’, a-
bhusenyam, or even ‘oriented towards the wish to become’. The other epithet is
used ‘wanting to see’, didrksenyam, ‘wanting to have a vision’. So their greatness
is as if tied to our ‘wish to become’ and our ‘wish to know’. There is a need in us



to have the vision of the Sun, which constitutes their greatness. And thus they
will establish and hold us in the Immortality.

Vocabulary:
abhusenya, mfn. to be obeyed or praised or honoured RV. v , 55, 4.

didrksenya, mfn. what one likes or wishes to see , worth seeing , attractive RV.
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Ud Trayatha marutah samudratd yidyam vrstim varsayatha purisinah
na vo dasra Upa dasyanti dhenavah sUbham yatam anu ratha avrtsata 5.055.05

O Thought-powers, from that ocean of the Waters you raise up and shower
down the rain of your plenty; and your herds that foster are not harried by the
foe, O ye achievers of the work. One after the other their chariots roll as they
journey to Bliss. (5)

Interpretation.
"0 Maruts, you make Waters rise from the Ocean, you also make them rain from

above, O you fulfilling all! O skilful, your shining and fostering herds are not
exhausted! Heading towards Bliss, they rolled their chariots one by one.”

Vocabulary:

upadas, P. -dasyati (Subj. -dasat RV. i, 139, 5; AV. v, 30, 15) to 7ail, be wanting, be
extinguished or exhausted , dry up RV. AV. iii , 29 , 2, 6; to want, lose , be deprived of (instr.)
AV. xii , 4, 2

dasra, mfn. accomplishing wonderful deeds, giving marvellous aid (chiefly said of the As3vins)
RV.; a robber, thief. Un2. Sch.; n. the cold season Un2. vr2.
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yad aévan dhirsu prsatir dyugdhuvam hiranyayan prati atkam’ amugdhuvam
visva it sprdho maruto vi asyatha Sibham yatam anu ratha avrtsata 5.055.06

When for horses of swiftness you have put your dappled deer in your yokes and
have drawn about you your vestments of golden light, you scatter and sunder all
that strives against you, O Thought-powers of the Life. One after the other their
chariots roll as they journey to Bliss. (6)

Interpretation:
“And when you yoke your spotted deers and make them carry you as if they

were horses of swiftnesses, asvan, and put on yourself the golden armor, [then]



you overthrow, O Maruts, all those who go against you. Heading towards Bliss,
they rolled their chariots one by one.”

Vocabulary:
dhur, f. (m. only MBh. xiii , 2876 ; nom. and stem before a cons. dhur ; fr. dhr) a yoke (fig.)

burden , loadRV. (v, 43 , 8 ?) &c. &c.; pole or shaft of a carriage (esp. their forepart); a peg,
pin (cf. aksa-); top, summit, front, place of honour (loc. at the head , in front , in presence of)
MBh. Kav. &c.; a spark of fire part , portion wealth,

prsat, mf(ati)n. spotted, speckled , piebald , variegated AV. VS. Br.; sprinkling W. m. the spotted
antelope R.; f. a dappled cow or mare (applied to the animals ridden by the Maruts) RV. VS. SBr.;
a spotted doe MBh. R. &c.; n. a drop of water or any other liquid Hariv. BhP.

atka, armour, mail , garmentRV.
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na parvata na nadiyo varanta vo yatracidhvam maruto gachathéd u tat
utad dyavaprthiviyathana pari subham yatam anu ratha avrtsata 5.055.07

Not the mountains of being nor its rivers can hedge you in, but where you
discern your way, O Thought-powers, to that you go. Your movement is over all
the earth and all the heavens. One after the other their chariots roll as they
journey to Bliss. (7)

Interpretation.
"0 Maruts, nobody can prevent your movement, neither the mountains of being,

nor the rivers of consciousness and force, where you want to go (what you
perceive) there you go! You move all over heaven and earth. Heading towards
Bliss, they rolled their chariots one by one.”

Literally the phrase: ‘yatra acidhvam maruto gacchathed u tat’ means ‘where you
perceived that is indeed for you to go for (or that is where you are going)’. For
you are moving all over the heaven and earth.
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yat pirviydm maruto yac ca nitanam yad udyate vasavo yac ca Sasyate
viSvasya tasya bhavatha navedasah $Ubham yatam anu ratha avrtsata 5.055.08

Whatsoever is of old and whatsoever is new, that which rises in us, O Dwellers in
substance, and that which is expressed, of all this you become the knowers. One
after the other their chariots roll as they journey to Bliss. (8)



Interpretation:
“What is fulfilled and what is yet to be, what’s coming up still and what is already

realized in us, O Luminous Dwellers within the substance, that all you are
becoming aware of, when your chariots roll one by one, seeking after the Bliss!”
The phrase bhavatha navedasah is indicative here, ‘you become the knowers’. So
Maruts are to become the knowers in their movement towards the Bliss in the
lower hemisphere. They are not the knowers, but those who are becoming
aware of all what previously realized and newly rising.

Vocabulary:
naveda (only RV. i, 165, 13) and navedas mfn. observing, cognizant (with gen.) RV. (Clearly not

from the negat. na, but cf. Pan. 6-3, 75.)
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mflata no maruto mavadhistana asmabhyam $arma bahuldm vi yantana
adhi stotrasya sakhiyasya gatana $ubham yatam anu ratha avrtsata 5.055.09

Be a gladness in us, O Thought-powers, hurt us not with your blows; work out
widely for us you much Bliss; enter into our affirmation and our companionship.
One after the other their chariots roll as they journey to Bliss. (9)

Interpretation.
“Be soft in us, O Maruts, don't hurt us! Spread widely for us your manifold

protection! Notice our friendly affirmation and take it over, when your chariots
roll one by one seeking after the Bliss.”

Vocabulary:
adhiga, 1. P. to obtain (aor. Subj. 2. pl. -gata, or -gatana) fo remember, notice RV. AV. P. or

generally A. (-jage, -agista, -agisyata Pan.) to go over, learn, read, study, to attempt, resolve.
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ylyam asman nayata vasyo acha nir amhatibhyo maruto grnanah
jusadhvam no havyadatim yajatra vayam siyama patayo rayinam 5.055.10

Lead us, you, O Thought-powers hymned by us, from this to a richer existence
out of the sin and evil. Accept our giving and oblation, O lords of sacrifice; let us
become masters of your riches.



Interpretation.
“You lead us straight to better world, O Maruts, out of the narrowness of our

states of being, when we thus sing to you, rejoice and accept our offering of
oblation, O worthy of sacrificel May we become the Lords of many riches!”

Vocabulary:
amhati, f. anxiety , distress , trouble RV.

vasyas, mfn. (= vasiyas), better, more excellent or glorious, wealthier or richer than
(abl.) RV. VS. TBr. TUp.; n. increasing wealth or prosperity, welfare RV. AV.



